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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . * The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 13 
lines 1-5, "A ring 35 ... the piston 33" is unclear; on page 14 line 32, "forward" should be 
-rearward-; on page 15 line 21, "rearmost" should be -forwardmost--. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the presence of legal 
phraseology, i.e. all occurrence of "said' should be deleted. Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 -1 3 are objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 1 , 
numerous recitations of "the said bonnet" should be -the bonnet- or -said bonnet-; in 
claim 1 , numerous recitations of "the said lifting mechanism" should be -the lifting 
mechanism- or -said lifting mechanism; in claims 7 and 9, "chamber (32)" should be 
-cylinder (30)-; in claim 7 line 2, "the said piston" should be -the piston- or -said 
piston-; in claim 10 line 3, "the said link rod" should be -the link rod- or said link rod-; 
ETC. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Regarding claims 1,2,5, 6, 9, and 1 1 , examiner notes the use of "it" or "its" is 
improper and often unclear. Therefore, claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, and 1 1 are rendered 
indefinite. 

7. Regarding claim 10, "the one" in line 4 is unclear. Therefore, claim 10 is 
rendered indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-8, 12, and 13, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Paye (U.S. Patent 6,439,330), as cited by applicant. 

10. Regarding claims 1-8, 12, and 13, as best understood, Paye discloses safety 
device as in the present invention, the bonnet 14 comprising a structure 28 allowing it, 
in normal operation, to be opened or closed about an axis known as the rotation axis 
20, the device 16 being situated under the bonnet 14 and comprising a mechanism for 
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lifting 26, 38, 36 the bonnet 14, and actuator 36 actuated using a gas generator and a 
device for locking 30 the lifting mechanism 26, 38, 36, the lifting mechanism 26, 38, 36 
comprising a link rod 26, the device 16 being characterized in that the actuator 36 is 
able to cause a translational movement of the lifting mechanism 38 in order to unlock it, 
followed by a rotation of the link rod 26 of the mechanism in order to deploy the lifting 
mechanism; 

characterized in that it can be fitted onto the structure 28 used for the normal 
operation of the bonnet 14; 

characterized in that the mechanism for lifting 26, 38 the bonnet 14 is articulated 
about the rotation axis 20 of the bonnet 14; 

characterized in that the device for locking 30 the lifting mechanism 26, 38, 36 
consists of two complementary shapes 38, 30 able to collaborate with one another to 
lock the lifting mechanism, one of these shapes being secured to the lifting mechanism 
38 and the other 30 to a part that is fixed with respect to the vehicle; 

characterized in that the link rod 26 is pivot-mounted at one of its ends 26a about 
an axis known as the pivot axis which is fixed with respect to the vehicle and is 
articulated at its other end 26b to the bonnet 14 about the rotation axis of the bonnet 14; 

characterized in that the link rod 26 is slideably mounted at each of its end 26a, 
26b with respect to, on the one hand, the rotation axis and, on the other hand, the pivot 
axis; 
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characterized in that the actuator 36 comprises a piston secured to a rod 38, the 
piston being able to move in a chamber under the action of the gases generated by the 
gas generator; 

characterized in that the rod 38 can be extracted from the actuator 36 in a 
horizontal direction, the lifting mechanism 26 converting the horizontal movement of the 
rod 38 into a vertical movement for lifting the bonnet 14; 

characterized in that the link rod 26 is made from a deformable material; 

characterized in that the actuator 36 is fixed to a deformable support 12 that is 
fixed with respect to the vehicle. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paye 
(U.S. Patent 6,439,330), as cited by applicant, in view of Fohl (U.S. Patent 5,358,275). 

1 3. Regarding claim 9, Paye discloses the claimed invention except for means for 
slowing the return movement of the rod in the chamber of the actuator. Fohl discloses 
that it is known in the art to provide means for slowing 18, 20 the return movement of 
the piston 14, 16 in the chamber of a tubular converter body 10. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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provide the rod, piston, and actuator of Paye with the means for slowing the return 
movement of the piston in the chamber of the tubular converter body of Fohl, in order to 
slow the return movement of the rod in the chamber of the actuator. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 1 0 and 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph and claim objection(s), set forth in this Office 
action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joselynn Y. Sliteris whose telephone number is 703- 
308-8225. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon, Thurs & Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul N. Dickson can be reached on 703-308-2089. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 
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